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Historical Consideration on the Realization and Difficulties
of a Day Care Center System:
The idea to practice by Shizue Yoshimi and actuality

Kaoru TAZAWA

Abstract

For 12 years, Shizue Yoshimi served as a day care division chief at the Ministry of Health
and Welfare, Child Bureau, from 1947 when a day care centers were put into the Child Welfare
Law. Yoshimi learned social work in pre-war United States, had the experience of managing a
day care center—the Kobo-kan settlement—and suggested that the nurturing idea of an infant’s
independence is considered. However, before working on a nursing detail, the day care division
had to work on a problem of finance and operations. The Child Welfare Law has a system dif-
ferent from a Livelihood Protection Law, ie., a day care center is not the place where a child is
just taken care of. However, the Child Welfare Law could not benefit a day care center of exis-

tence immediately.

Key words: a day care center, the Child Welfare Law, the Ministry of Health and Welfare child
bureau, Shizue Yoshimi, the Kobo-kan settlement



