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The structure of reciprocity and its fundamental point in
welfare formation

Nobutada USHIZU

Abstract

In many cases, it is supposed that only reciprocity can compensate for the main areas of an
economy, society, and culture. Moreover, a reciprocal way of life can highly enable humans to
live good lives. With this, we can assert that reciprocity is connected to human initiative, lives,
or subjective existences. Following Polanyi’s expression, we will make it possible to return our
economy back to society, i.e., create situations wherein economic trends will not trivialize our so-
ciety and human existence will regain a subjective position. In this draft, by using an organic
worldview based on Whitehead’s “actual entity” idea, we shall comprehensively investigate and
understand reciprocity. The result might become a fundamental point that would reflect the

world’s integrative dynamism, from micro to macro situations.

Key words: reciprocity, actual entity, personal subjectivity, voluntary, prehensile operation
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