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Receptivity to Television Characters by Children and Adults:
A Study of the Difference of Opinion Between the Two Over the Pokemon Panic

Misako MORISHITA
On December 16, 1997, many children watching the TV animated cartoon Pocket Monsters suf-
fered seizures. As a result, a big shock called the “Pokemon Panic” spread across Japan. Although
adults knew it was caused by TV stage effects, children did not believe that. In this paper, the writer

tries to ascertain why these characters are still so attractive to children.

Key words: Pokemon Panic, TV Animated Cartoons, TV Stage Effects, Oral Reports from Both Sides, Incidental
Reports
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