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Re-examining the Trajectory of the Responsibility to Protect (R2P)
Concept: What outcomes we got from the 2005 World Summit ?

Hiroshi NISHIKAI

Abstract

This article re-examines the outcomes and meanings of the 2005 United Nations World Sum-
mit (WS): an epochal event in the trajectory of the Responsibility to Protect (R2P) concept. R2P
means that states and the international community have responsibility to protect people from
serious humanitarian crisis. The reason why this re-examination is required is because recent
arguments on R2P are often on different planes due to their over- and under-valuations of the
WS and its outcomes. First, to address the over-valuations, this article clarifies that the WS Out-
come Document was built in accordance with the opinions of states holding negative opinions to-
ward the R2P concept, through reviewing the political process before and after the WS. Second,
this article questions the under-valuations, through re-reviewing the process, focusing on the
roles of the UN Secretariat. This article shows that the Secretariat has taken a central role in
promoting R2P and that the emphasis has shifted from “intervention” to “conflict prevention”.
Concomitantly this article exposes otherwise under-valuated or unnoticed progress in institution-

alization of the R2P concept.

Key words: Responsibility to Protect (R2P), World Summit, United Nations Secretariat, Conflict
Prevention



