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Variability of Word Choice: Usage Rate of
““NA SUGI” and ““NA SA SUGI”

Satoko KUROSAKI

Abstract

This research focuses on the variability of word choices in native Japanese. The compound
word expressing negative excess, “SUGL,” takes two forms: ““NA SUGI” and “-NA SA SUGL’
This paper examines the usage rate of these phrases by leveraging the minutes of the National
Diet of Japan and the prefectural assembly minutes of Tohoku and Kansai regions. Results
show that both “~NA SUGI" and “~NA SA SUGI" are used in all contexts. However, there are
differences of the usage rates. In the minutes of the National Diet, the number of appearances
of ““NA SUGI" is nearly the same as the number of appearances of ““NA SA SUGL" In con-
trast, ““NA SUGI” appears more often in the prefectural assembly minutes of Tohoku, while
“~NA SA SUGI" appears more in the prefectural assembly minutes of Kansai. Thus, the usage

rate of ““NA SUGI" or “-NA SA SUGI" differs regionally.

Key words: Compound Word, Variability of Word Choice, Regional Difference, Formal Expression,
Negative Form
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