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Paradigm as a Social Science

Toshiyuki SAKAI

Abstract

This research examines the meaning of the term “paradigm,” which was coined by Kuhn' s
study of science history. However, it is unclear whether the term is being used with its original
categorical intentions in the fields of social science. It seems that as the term’ s broad applica-
tion to social problems increases, the farther away from the term’ s original meaning we arrive,
which is a big problem. A “paradigm” requires a considerable probability field. The term is a
good example of use in Newtonian physics, relativity, and quantum theory. However, in most so-
cial science cases, it is difficult to determine if the problems have the same standing as those in
the natural sciences. If, for example, we examine market fundamentalism as a social science par-
adigm, there should be other probabilistic paradigms to fill the gaps. This study examines the

philosophy of paradigms and the problem of universality.

Key words: Paradigm, Social Science, Market Fundamentalism, Ideology, Hermeneutic
Interpretation
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