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A Historical Study of Children in Wartime Day-care Centers and
Children in Nursery Schools after World War 1I

Kaoru TAZAWA

Abstract

The Tokyo Metropolitan Government issued a directive notice in 1944 to transform nursery
schools to wartime day-care centers. In the final stages of World War II, most wartime day-care
centers were unable to offer children standard nursing care services such as entertainment ac-
tivities, physical exercise, or pre-schooling. After the war, Kobo-kan Settlement House located in
Tokyo’s east-end reopened its nursery school in 1946. The parents of thirty-six infants applied
to avail of nursery care. This study investigated the applications and related documents housed
in the historical archives of the Settlement House to determine the services most desired by the
parents. Surprisingly, many parents wanted the nursery to primarily offer recreational and edu-
cational activities for their children even in that immediate post-war period of food and housing

deficiency.

Keywords: Kobokan Settlement House, wartime day-care centers, Child Welfare Law,
nursery school





