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Ageo Hirakata Riverside Settlement and Colonization:
Influence of Modernity on Local Cities

Masato WATANABE

Abstract

The modernization of Japan was driven by the policy of colonization. This national policy
eventually spread to the regions. However, such policies did not allow the regions to become ec-
onomically self-reliant, and capitals of the big cities eventually took the lead. The square of
Ageo City, however, has a different history. The Hirakata in Ageo City was originally a river-
bank that prospered from the boat traffic of the Arakawa River. The economy of Edo was sup-
ported by surrounding farming villages, but the mainstay of the economy was boat transporta-
tion. However, the spread of railroads and automobiles eventually led to the decline of boat
transportation in many areas. Many of the boats in the Kanto region would have suffered the
same fate, but Hirakata boat transport continued. The reason for this is that the economy was
self-sustaining, creating a variety of local industries and making its own banks. This article sum-

marizes some activities based on interviews with local people.

Keywords: Hirakata Town, Ageo City, Meiji Modernization, Riverbank Culture, and Arakawa
Boat Transportation
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