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Online Classes for Proactive, Interactive, and Deep Learning:
A Study of Pedagogy in the Period for Integrated Studies During
the COVID-19 Pandemic

Kaneo INOUE

Abstract

Delays in digitalization in the Japanese educational system, such as the lack of preparedness
to conduct online classes became apparent when the rapid spread of COVID-19 forced schools
and universities across the country to temporarily shut down in early 2020. Some universities
urgently introduced online classes from April 2020, and 97% of the higher educational institu-
tions initiated online learning in June 2020.

Grounded in the author’s experience of teaching online classes, this paper contemplates issues
related to online classes vis-a-vis the implementation of proactive, interactive, and deep learning
as recommended by the new course of study. In particular, it examines the online classes of the
period for integrated studies, which is the essential subject of cross-disciplinary courses. The
paper also takes the perspective of the importance of body-mediated communication for teaching
and learning to discuss the need for hybrid schooling encompassing both online and physical ses-

sions and to contemplate the future of such hybrid schooling.

Keywords: proactive, interactive, and deep learning; online classes; the period for integrated
studies; courses of study; body-mediated communication
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