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A Historical Analysis of the Theory and Practice of the Settlement
House in New York in the 1920s and Sizue Yoshimi:
“With, Not For”

Kaoru TAZAWA

Abstract

Sizue Yoshimi was the first head of the nursery section of the Ministry of Health and Wel-
fare. She led the Kobokan Settlement House before the arrival of the Ministry of Health and
Welfare. She attended the New York social work school before taking on the Kobokan Settle-
ment House. It has been said that she spent a few days at Greenwich House, New York. This
study aims to clarify what Yoshimi experienced and learned during her studies abroad. We un-
derstood there was a relationship between the New York social work school and Greenwich
House and could presume what kind of experience she had there. Through studying abroad,

Yoshimi espoused the kind of social welfare expressed by “With, Not For.”

Key words: Sizue Yoshimi, Kobokan Settlement House, Greenwich House, nursery school, Child
Welfare Law



