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Reading together in symbiose: A posture for sharing a picture
book between parent and child

Keiko TERASAKI

Abstract

This paper examines the tonic posture of reciprocal reading between parent and child. Theo-
retically, it defines the triad relationship between a picture book (a medium), a parent (a reader),
and a child (a listener). In terms of practice, it describes the togetherness of sharing a book with
an infant, rather than reading. This paper observes intimate reading, in which parent and child
remain in close physical contact, the parent holding the child on the lap as the book is read in
coaction.

This paper references Henri Wallon’s conception of symbiose (symbiosis), the mutual respira-
tional communion through ventral-ventral contact. This type of touch develops a sense of com-
presence between mother and infant. In addition, it implies the primordial syncretic sociability
and the origin of communication in affective consonance between parent and child. This paper
contemplates that parent-child engagement through sharing is fundamentally reliant on their

posture in symbiose.

Key words: sharing a book, symbiose (symbiosis), precommunication, tonic posture of reading,
affective consonance





