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A Contrastive Study of Japanese and Chinese Languages on
Syntactic Models of Sequential Assumption Conditions in Novels

Sayoko NITTA

Abstract

This paper examines the ruguo sentence pattern, which represents Assumptions from Chi-
nese literary pieces in the book entitled Japan-China Contrastive Corpus; it identifies the similari-
ties and differences between the two languages by comparing syntax formats of Chinese with
Japanese. According to the tendency of the ruguo sentence pattern observed in the data, they
were divided into three types for analysis, The first type is a typical sentence pattern, and the
second type is a combination of two or more conditional clauses and one or two result clauses.
The third type is the ruguo associated with the end model of the main clauses. The result of
the verification through examples is as follows. In terms of simple syntax, Chinese and Japanese
display many common expressions, and correspondence between the two languages is very high.
However, notable differences in complex syntax are observed between Chinese and Japanese.
Regarding the sentence pattern associated with the end modal of main clauses, the result evi-
dently indicates that the corresponding is highly with the Japanese sentence pattern (z/) P tara,
(then) Q.

Key words: Assumption compound sentence, ruguo sentence pattern, syntax format, conditional
clause, Result section
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