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Characteristics of Chinese narrative writings; Using model
answers for university entrance exam essays as materials

Takako MAEGAWA

Abstract

This paper intends to clarify previously unknown characteristics of Chinese narrative writing.
The materials are adopted from the model answer books for Chinese university entrance exami-
nations. These essays are analyzed according to three perspectives: Ichikawa’s 1978 method for
analyzing the qualitative differences in the contents of the sentences, the six elements of narra-
tive writings, and expressive styles. We identify two characteristics of narrative writings. First,
narrative writings are writings that focus on the narration of persons’ actions while including
their inner lives. Second, narrative writings are not simple descriptions of events; rather, the
person and order of speech are chosen to convey the writer’s intentions, and both the event it-
self and its causes and consequences are described. The results show the ways in which Chi-

nese writing education affects how Chinese studens may write in Japanese.

Key words: narrative writing, Chinese university entrance examination, model answer, sentence
content
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