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Issues of Initiative and Self-Control in Distance Learning:
Verification Through the Time Taken to Acquire Lecture
Materials

Satoshi SHIBATA

Abstract

Changes in social conditions have caused the extensive implementation of distance learning.
However, skepticism about the educational effectiveness of this pedagogy persists because its
success depends on the autonomy and initiative of students. The author’s previous teaching ex-
perience has evidenced that some students take inordinate time to obtain lecture materials rep-
resenting the course standards. Procuring the prescribed study resources facilitates the com-
prehension of curricular content and necessitates the allotment of adequate study time. The
present study could not confirm the correlation between the grade evaluation and the time tak-
en to acquire lecture materials. However, the results endorsed that distance learning demands

more motivation from students than conventional lectures.

Key words: remote lecture, learning management system, identity, asynchronous, desire for
learning
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