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Practicing Free Science Research During Summer Vacation:
Focus on 4th to 6th Grade Elementary School

Katsumi NAKAI

Abstract

This paper gives a brief description of the practice of free science research during the sum-
mer vacation for the 4th to 6th grades of elementary school under the old Course of Study (an-
nounced in 2008). It was found that students in lower grades tended to work hard and enjoy
themselves, and wanted to continue working on free research. In addition, there was no signifi-
cant difference between grades in the classification of free research themes. Furthermore, based
on the description of the children’s reflection, the authors analyzed and suggested how to ap-

proach the free research.

Key words: Elementary School, Science, Free Research, Reflection, Case Study



