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The Pioneering Philosophy of Communal Coexistence of Edward Carpenter

— The Relationship between Man and Nature —

Atsuko INADA

The main objective of this research study will be to examine two major views of the relationship
between man and nature. Views of nature formed in the modern enlightenment gave rise to a
philosophy that aims for a restoration of an organic view of nature which foresees a new organic
relationship between man and nature.

The teleological view of nature is of a certain type of harmonic order (the cosmos) into
which mankind’s cultural and social conduct is basically subsumed. The true nature of things is not an
attribute of some other subject and things that are not within some other subject are considered to be
individuals. An entity cannot exist apart from the individual. Therefore, the universal may not exist apart
from the individual. Universal things and individual things are not separated and in conflict; rather, the
universal exists within the individual, and it is through the individual’s transformation that the self is
realized.

Since the advent of the modern era, awareness of history has been based upon trends of progress
and growth, i.e., the structure of time is thought of as a vertically-divided one. However, a change in
the historical view reality to include nature necessitates extremely long units of time, 10,000 or 100
million years, and therefore cannot be adequately depicted linearly. An historical awareness founded
on these multilayered, horizontally divided measures of time lies at the foundation of Carpenter’s

criticism of civilization.
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“I have often thought of you and our conversation, while I have been away: and over with the
increasing conviction that anything which raises our deepest feelings cannot be a mere shadow.
...... To me all scenes of Nature being ultimately the same feeling, there is a deep unity
underlying all the diversity of their beauty. And equally do I believe it true that there is a spirit
of what is noble and beautiful passing through all men alike, inspiring alike all their wonderfully
distinct personalities. Therefore, even if the individual admiration be perishable in its accidents
it cannot be so in essence....... You see that I make a medley of Kant, Comte, and Christianity.

. . . 9
...... I have been preaching and have consequently got into voluble habits.” °
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...... only a vast dense cloud, so thick that I wondered how any human being could support life
in it, went up to heave like the smoke from a great altar. An altar, indeed, it seemed to me,
whereon thousands of lives were being yearly sacrificed. Beside me on the hills the sun was
shining, the larks were singing; but down there a hundred thousand grown people, let alone
children, were struggling for a little sun and air, toiling, moiling, living a life of suffocation,
dying (as the sanitary reports only too clearly show) of diseases caused by foul air and want of
light—all for what? To make a few people rich! And this is not a lunatic asylum! I descended
into the smoke. The sun went out; the chimneys towered round me, belching forth thick
volumes.” "
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THtE, TOM, H—NRV ¥ =32 IThblsTT AY HGIMFEFTLTV S, OB, 8L
DR ZFNE L) FLRLIHZENLFY LT VOMBEBIZBITLHR, v b v OEEND,
H—=RUy—FFFIIE L DI L2 FAN, BREOEELRREZFHFOEGFOEE, T L THRICE
WC [HEOANL ] L EBITAFETLI L, [ERLEEIN] THoE LT, BEMITET LR
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M 2WY RSB R T LI E 572 TH A I,
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7EHAEFE LT, O 7 2 €T Yihaid% oS REORBEICHIrNTW S, &
FLAN RV —OMBICERL Tl 3E A Lh oo UREF 22N D o 7AW RHGE
L < D18RTAEA S B TN X L), BB T 7213 oMMz 0 <o T
EHaIEREL SN, ZOHMNEL S LTVREMTH-720 SO L, HROIRN R L <
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WEORELIGE, FTMBMONELZEEZBITIOTHL. ZHITHEIET, bhbholf
HETBITZENED T2 [HOMKERHET 2L 220 —03KbNT, TO9b ) I KRB
WL AHOBS, ME2RETLLIBHO50LDDORERIEE, BLUBULLELWHANF
B & B RLIOWHER & AR S N, O RIS — R A NRIE R S BV E B2 0T
H5bo

# D195 IR & L7z The Healing of Nations and the Hidden Sources of Their Strife TlZ,
‘class-disease’ £\ ) FWiE LT, —MALEORRITHED T, HLORE ZDIT DA Z K
DTATEENETEDIEI oI, TREFIITHRICLL2OLFAMKTHLLEALLIEDOTH S,
BB ] 13, BEROWREF U, HEREHDD ) FARESDH Y, > D ZHMOREE L 2o
TR B ] KRB0 TWEDTH L LT 50 29 L7z [HRMFAERIC X 2k
HFEL 1, [AMORS, MEzRETLI2HLWLDDORELRIEE] LA THo7z2, £2T
LD L TV A0, e AZNERICBWT, HESZOM AL LTHFZDL DT
HHIREPS, HCTPERHCEA LRSI YVEHSOMTO [H—OHE] 2&723Lw)REL
LT THIR] Z2EHRTWNTH L. i, sBIRAYIC “health, whole” & “holy, heal” 1%, [A] Ufi
BrOHTnEEWV) ZE2dBELLTHIT, HECHNEHOMEEZM LML T, SwARKE N
HEOAR— &) ZHOHEE#RO T T CHMIRILZ A5 2 TRR L2, 2ofis Aowvb
ENERB L D2 L DR & 2 o 7N TOMENEZ 2T ORI TE ) HIF & 2THITHK
DLEHDPPSLPIZENTVE EFR LI,

A=y =i, BEE LTOHRKRDOARL ST AHOARMEZ WY S5 NI ERPEEEZ RV,
BEMFEE» OHEMEL TS ) HEREL, S512F, HEHRBIZBWT, ZoX) 2RI
WD Z NPT 2R B AR 2D ZENDEKREEZODLEDTHLH, 2D b, AH
DHCDOFAE L TDOEBHRP EESLN TS NADOHROBEPRE SND 2 L & otz A=
V8 =R CHAANOERICE R L72BIS, BARMICE R TwiaZ ek, HAL OBEHEE
Me L TORMATNZNDEFETRE TH- T, TIIIZAKRED L] 2RDDEVH L
T7%L, F2TORE L 3L MMPRLRLBDTH S,

“Do not hurry: have faith...... Covet not overmuch. Let the strong desires come and go; refuse them
not, disown them not; but think not that in them lurks finally the think you want. Presently they will

fade away and into the intolerable light . Will dissolves like gossamer before the sun.” .
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DThh, ¥ x 74—V FOHNYHBEEER I, HFEo—Hz B ICERL, IPRAOKRS
B, BOORRADSHEESTH Tz £ LZRREZH LHE» 542 LT, AL
BOBEEAETEZEAEREZNENEDY, ZORTHEOIMNGEEZHIEZ) L LD TH S,
CoZEix, [HE - T - EEE] LV LEH ) H2ANPZ)I LT5DTHY), EAE
IR ZEN X 2 EREEE SN § 20Uk E LT, MIBOEFICAL 2R A TH o720 2D L
CZ, =Xy oW L L TOEEN L2725 TORRN 2 EREZFHOLOTH L L v
£,

EmE EEdDICH 32 BROmEEN

H—=YF =283 Eko LD RREREDS R SN SREICH - T, I FVy T AONEORME
XL TAREICIR L7 IS 3V (1806~18734F) @ [HH] (18594F) 2B\ T o BAHM
ERIZAES LD H B, IMEINL, ZhETO [BRARNER] 1, D EIFHER SO S
g5 VE LTROONTE, Thbd, [ARPSOHM] PSHETH> 22N FE THOIR
PSR LT, A EEMERMEOHHE 2L CHAOHREZEET LI L2 FRTLILIE, K
WEOBEHNZ X > TORENLEFME 2 BT L2 TEBEE SR VHENERSNWGD L, 0 F
D, BIZHZ2ETOEFRNZHHANZITTIEZRL, BIZRZZWA, £220I2H - &Lk
DICBVATITL F ) R EORYE, HHROENICALND [ZHBEOEM] (tyranny of
majority) 1< & ZAEMHBIAEELIELE 2> TEX D TH b, HEHN =EHR»LDMADH
HZ2TCTid %, HESWHEDPSOBEHPVRICERE 2SO THL200%, I NVIEWD TERRILL T
BiL-0TH 5B,

MW ERNIE, B3 LSBGANER O X 5 22 MEIC L > TR S TR awniFh e,
X5 PICRSAETHFOMIBIZETREL, KMZObOXIGEMLT 20 TH -7z, IhEkin s ik
B lsd, K03l kb o BAOMSIITN S 2 EFNZBROGENTHIZIE, —o o
R o - ZOMREHMFFTH 2 L, BUAMEHICN T2 REOLIER L DL REL LD
2%, [T DX DRI X 5 TR S [EAOBOH 2 H M0 % 8 R o A3 T
X, EROfGRE LTEHRLEZT TR, Moo I lkmezELIEsL 20
A6 T, FEICHELAEFLRVIZBWTEL)OHEZDOb DN [H#E] LhbfulhltzZA
TWBRRUANDFEY LI TH o7z INIE, TERPSOHB] IZ0WTHRS & &, [EHFH
FEERE—AKRTH-T, Lo T, EROFLEEZONZIDE—HLLEVREDIE, v
ZHMBMEL T 52 L 2L AV wIHa T cBuTh, 29 Lamblieg, 7& 2 s
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HEIRD 72 STk e i v-oThb, O LiE, I PV I RAELRT 28I T 5
NP DOVWDbIXEFTHY, ERTRAKICBIT2RL25CICEROAHOBREN2H Y i%x
ROLODTH -7 ThbbINVIE, Fi - HROHH, BEOHH, NMEOAMZERL, H
RIZL DHEENEORBI OGBS LEEZFH Lz, 512, BRFIOBELZEH T L LHIC
ZhEMATENRD R, REFRY [EHH] ofcbit@ml, HEOEHOHRT [Hhaiy i ]
R [ZHEOER] 2 b 72035 EBLRRREERTAILICL T, TRITRY EFshzdhro
72 THH] LW bOPEATVEH-MEEZRRLI-0TH S,
INVORL7ZREIZBARICE DS ETOFHRZF> T 2205, TOMEOMRE HIE L THEDI
KEINTWCHT, A—R¥F =i, HXMEHOMEBRIZMA T, s AMBXTZOHH
DHY T EMFEL, ZO2DIIREHOMMEEL L ZITRDLZONE V) ZEEPLMIILT, A
LODPDbYERAGBLTWMEERZITB) L LD TH D, =Xy —=PL15FEICHF L7
The Healing of Nations and the Hidden Sowrces of Their Strife TlX, HE—RKKTFIZH->T, I
VR L 72 IR BE L 2o TV B L WHEBEZ BTV 5,
“The truth is that affairs of this kind—Ilike all the great issues of human life, love, politics,
religion, and so forth, do not, at their best, admit of final dispatch in de- finite views and
phrases. They are too vast and complex for that. It is, indeed, quite probable that such things
cannot be adequately represented or put before the human mind without logical
inconsistencies and contradiction. But (perhaps for that very reason) they are the subjects of
the most violent and dogmatic differences of opinion. Nothing people quarrel about more
bitterly than politics —unless it be religion: both being subjects of which all that one can really

. 03
say for certain is—that nobody understands them.” ?
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TiE%L, CLAHEOERESR - @FERE LM% L2 53RN 3 2 RIS & - TR
RENDLZ L ER D, OBOE, BRENAES L EDIHAWAESIZLE->T [AB—HR] o
MREONIEEZE2 2 ATHS I,
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REM T4 7 b)) 7RO EFEE] BROKER, 19964, pp.l5~16

Edward Carpenter, Civilization: Its Cause and Cure, London, 1989, p.48

Edward Carpenter, Towards Democracy (1* ed.), Manchester and London, 1883, pp.21-22

Edward Carpenter to C.G.Oates, 12 Sept.1869

Edward Carpenter, Sheffield Independent, 25 May 1889

Edward Carpenter to Walt Whitman, 12 July 1874, Traubel, With Walt Whitman in Camden I, Boston,
1906, p.161 “My dear friend, it is dawn, but there is light enough to write by, and the birds in their old
sweet fashion are chirping in the little college garden outside. My first knowledge of you is all entangled
with that little garden. But that was six years ago; so you must not mind me writing to you now because
you understand, as I under-stand, that I am not drunk with new wine....... All that you have said, the
thoughts that you have give us, are vital —they will grow—that is certain. You cannot know anything
better than that you have spoken the word which is on the lips of God today....... I wish I could tell you
what is being done by them every where in private and in public. The artisans too are shaping themselves.
While money is capering and grimacing over their heads they are slowly coming to know their minds they
come to the sense of power to fulfill them: and sweet will the day be when the toys are wrestled from the
hands of child-ren, and they too have to become men.”

Edward Carpenter, Civilization: Its Cause and Cure, p.84

R. Sharland in Social Democrat, Aug.1929

JS. IV, SRRLAW - RAEREER, THHER), &EE, 197148, pll

JS. I qilg#E plb

Edward Carpenter, The Healing of Nation, 1915, pp.9 ~ 10

“There are different divisions of human activity, and it is quite natural that those individuals whose
temperament calls them to a certain activity.—literary or religious or mercantile or military or what not—
should range themselves together in a caste or class; just as the different functions of the human body
range themselves in definite organs. And such grouping classes may be perfectly healthy provided the
class so created subordinates itself to the general welfare, if it pursues its own ends, usurps govern-
mental power, and dominates the nation for its own uses—if it becomes parasitical, in fact—then it and
the nation inevitably become diseased; as inevitably as the human body becomes diseased when its
organs, instead of supplying the body’s needs, become the tyrants and parasites of the whole system.”
(ibid. pp.13 ~ 14)
24 Mittelstrass, J., Wissenschaft als Lebensform, Suhrkamp, 1982, S.51
@5 TIbid, S61
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