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Characteristics of First-person Pronoun “Washi”

Satoko KUROSAKI

In anime and manga, there are various expressions called Yakuwari-go (role language).
Yakuwari-go are expressions typically used by characters in anime and manga that are not used in
the real world. There are many such characters in anime and manga. This paper focuses on
expressions used by the character Hakase (“Old Scientist)”.

Kinsui (2003) examined ja (a part of the predicate) used by characters in popular books from
the Edo period to the present and stated that the “role language” of “Hakase” resembles a sociolect
used in the Edo period which, as a result, displays the characteristics of a western Japan dialect.
This paper, which examines the usage of washi, a first-person pronoun in materials from the Edo

period such as a dialect dictionary, texts on dialects, popular books and Japanese language tex-

thooks, confirms that washi is characteristic of the “role language” of the character Hakase.

Key words; role language, first-person pronoun, dialect, Edo period comics
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(83 20. Washi no sata ga nai uchi ni jibun shitori no kangaé dé yatcha ikanai.
20. T am much concerned at your speaking thus. (pp. 30-31)

34 37. Washi wa yoru tokoro ga aru kara, koré kara o wakaré moshimasu.
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89 The emperor, for the pronoun of the first person, use () Shin, which may signify, subtle,
recondite. The Taikun, or any noble man of high rank, would use Yo (4% or #) when
addressing inferiors, and Watak'shi if speaking to a superior. To a friend they would say
Sessh’s (#i#) meaning. Officers of government would use Sessh’s and watak’shi, in like
circumstances. Washi is use by persons of inferior station, when speaking to those under
them. The meaning of Watak'shi, is still uncertain. It is the word most generally used for

the first person. Washi and Ore are used by the common people for I. (p. x x x vi)

NZEETH 72T —F AL - I TEHEHATZ T LOTWE LI, TI7 VOKFHED
THELZHAEZLERL TR0 LEZONE, 7T Y v OAKFEDHIIIE The emperor, The
Taikun, 2% ) K&, FEOHV 2 ABFASEINTVLE I L0, TORFEHFICRSNL HA
OTEEIEWE-DbNIA, ZD72%, Washi A% persons of inferior station (2 & > THWH LA
LIEH L, LARTEZHENTVS [BWH - BL - bbE] IZo00THPASNLTWEWT &
5 b Washi 2T 2EDHHHBIMADTTL R, o7z EFE 2RV, 2L, RESIH
DEELXHMIEEODHLEH [bL] 2 HIT2HEVHL L) T L, HamEe LTizzh



HEEEPOEZ LA (DL oS MBR 13

UL VIO b O b L] ZHWTWeRkESH 2L E2 515,

F 7z, TLARMUEIIC AT SR E NS & 2 HAGERSS THAISEE], [THAKSUL] owvwdh
b [bL] BRI Aarore Zhud, ARG (L] OmMBIANLARKATH Y, LAY
DOEBETIIHBT 2T EDMHI LD o7l EDORNIZEEZEZONLESL S,

4-5 FED

Pk, ESZEREDRZETEAL, [ HARE T SRR X0 ARG (D L] 2 HAT SMEI L
BAAZE, T/, AR [FREA] RER] REfESE], AR HARGESEE [&6E
@ THAGRZE] 6 [h LKL AL SHW O T D 2 L 2L 72 2225, 47K (2003)
MREEEE LCoM3E% [WHALS] NLAKA] EwHBnrs [Lel (Bl [A][B5]
ZHMCER LTV RHERD, BRG] (DL IO B TEIE I LD nho7s

5. $HYIC

ATl 72ARY N THASNGEEFED Y b, WEEZIY LI, WEiEoR#MTH 2
BFE [bL] oSt MBI 8 L7z, HARGSRHN & ) vihr S&EFEE D 2 L,
HAGZHER L LTTIE%RL, HAFEBIUHA - HAALZ AR BIRO R & LTIRA TV S
FEFIHIET 5720V ELRIETH D, EREO-AETIIBNTHWTLE) EABKRE L
LEUAVPT VAR T ZAOMRECTIREESAE LMD TEY), HABRFRBEVBEDOSH R LK
BHEOSHEERBOBENE AL Z L1F, BETHRICHET 2O TR, HEHELZRCELE
72Ol b, HAFEFERBPRE LG I LDOTE 2 HAFHEEFZ B3 72012, 5% BIRELWRE
FEICIEH L CwE v,

SE W

LB [EE L) Rz REHEOERRMIIOWT] [HANBHEEE] hihs%] e
LT A ) ([SCapsgsts] 37 BiPRka 1969 DSk 1996.

ANNZES THERESE o & B [HAREEE] 225 HARERESS 19734 pp. 1-9.

WMANTH [HilF MR D720 0 HAGERE— JICA KBt~ % — o HARFEME—] [HAGEXRE] 66
5 HAGEHEFS 19884E11 A pp. 91-97.

AP E TRHREICN T 2 HABHFORKHEICOWT] [HAGEHE] 225 HABHETSRS
1973412 4 pp. 10-16.

S [ 7 —F % v HARGEREREOR] S 2003,

Sk TS5 % ERHAR~Y Y FOSiE] [REEEMFE o] <A LB 2007 pp. 97-107.

BT [ HARGESHE ORI S 2 RE—IH% L T R oME—] [HAFELE] 775 1992
£7H pp. 129-141.

[ 37 EREIEZE T TR oS40 =4 % 1981.

IMAFHE TOFRMCOERE 70738 Haid  1985.



14 BEEREREmE H23% M2

BHEE [HFe#E 84 MM EEOM A SRV AsER  1990.

G () (R HARGEOES 5 11% FEkN) PRAEk 1983

fhgse— [BEZ EIE2M5  HEOMMIE] NFdE 2002,

MAD Lt [HAFEOREE] AIERE 1998

Mk [HpE—2 07 R WindEE 1983

FIEE GR) [FBERAMREEL SkEE  1980.

& 5o Itk 1949.

HAREGERFRILE I £ 2 H ey, /NP B EREFRILHR AT () [THAREREREL £ 13% 2
INEEEE 2002.

SEIEEY (32) s [BUCHARGEHSKE 55 158) IRAEk 1992

WL (3A) M [BUCEARGEL S RN 5 6%] WihER  1993.

WEIE [FELEHE] AmER 1988

We22ig N THRBE O s — (TR oa ][5 2% @80 AREOEROK M) BIHRE 1982
pp. 93-120.

a YR (FF) BB G THARK] =44 1950.

BEEWM

T—HA b ¥y [&EE L] 3O 1967

FHILEE [T+~ 13] A 1997,

HWIRER [YAWARA! 1] /N2 1987.

ELHHHT [BUELTHRA (7)) F3rE 1991

K5 =05 (%) ARHEHE (jad) [RbR IR ] WRiR ofE L DR oifEsh ] DRtiR o
M T DREAR R FrEiet 1962 pp. 13-113.

K5 =0G G PR (RE) [HifR Bise®] REmE] Aw%HE 1957 pp. 47-106.

2= FF) P = BR) [Wse b [#Hfs2wh] T9f%2 T THARN EFFE NRR ]
B H R 1955 pp. 67-159.

FARFR ) PREE (BE) [ROfREE] SlEE 1962

FHHE [FHRHEMGEI 7 REHE 18 ST b o) mEEET 1999

E1H] TDRAGON BALL 2] 1986.

Brown, S. R., Colloguial Japanese, or Conversational Sentences and Dialogues in English and Japanese,
Together with an English-Japanese Index to Serve as a Vocabulary, and an Introduction on the
Grammatical Structure of Language. Presbyterian Mission Press, 1863."

E

(1) TAY—=F ¥ FR%IE, BHEHEMICHEL, Asian Study B O2AEOVERH & L CHARERE D
fibhiTwbde] (AN 1992 :131)

(2) http://plaza.bunka.go.jp/ex/outline/message.html (2010/11/03 £H8)

(3)  http://www.jpf.gojp/j/japanese/report/23.html (2010/11/03 Z1&)

(4)  [EAAEB] 1 1914 45, [RERRALTIEEE] 13 1884 47, [ JhHEakZe B Aem] 12 1871 4--1872 4F, [7%
)R] 1 1809 4E-1812 4EDIEMTH %,

(5) [UT#EME) 12 783 4%, TURICHRE] 13 1001 4F, [FEPRE] 13 133141, T5RHEWEE] & 1221 47,

[RERA vV v TWEE] 1L 1593 FEOfEfR7Z L Eb T2,

(6) fHE L, BFEFEIATOBBLESETA

(7) w75 (1955) Tix, 2o [FAl 12d [HBL] VI VEIES>TH 5,

(8) http://www.meijigakuin.ac.jp/mgda/senjin/colloqualjp/pageindex.html (2010/11/03 £H&)





