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Paidology (Child Studies) in Japanese Universities:

An Analysis of Current Problems and Their Historical Backgrounds

Kaoru TAZAWA

Child Studies was developed and prospered through the Child Study Movement that S. Hall
pioneered in the United States in the 19" century. O. Chrisman, a student of S. Hall, proposed a
new concept, “Paidology”, defined as “the scientific study of the child”. This notion was introduced
to Japanese academia by Yujiro Motora and has been the basis of various activities in child studies
in Japan. Currently, 19 colleges and universities in Japan have child studies. However, those
departments have various names and different curriculums. The present paper investigates the

present situation and problems and analyzes their historical backgrounds.

Key words; Paidology, the department of child study, Domestic Science, Child Study, Oscar Chris-
man
Key words; J2®, WRHZAR, RKEg, WHEMGE FAH— -2V A<
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