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A Study of Picture Book as Artifact:

Through a survey of mothers’ expectation for the picture books pertaining to
cognitive development in children

Yumiko ISHIKAWA

This study attempts to clarify the ideational aspects of the picture book, which has the function
of an artifact, according to a survey of mothers’ expectations for the picture book pertaining to
cognitive development in children. The first objective of the study was to clarify the cultural
semantic structure of the mother’s expectations of the picture book. This aspect shows three
levels of tools in cultural semantic structure, namely, the “tool for cultural transmission”, the
“development tool for trust and love”, and the “development tool for imagination and thinking
ability.” The second objective was to clarify whether the mothers’ expectations of picture books
varied according to their children’s development level. As a result, this study has revealed that,
depending upon the development level of the child, there are both cases where expectations vary
and cases where they do not. The third objective was to clarify the reason why mothers were
motivated by picture books in their activities with their children. The study revealed that
mothers were motivated to read picture books to their children because they remembered their
own mothers reading to them, the memory of reading picture books themselves during childhood,
and the pleasure of reading to their own children. Thus this study also shows the possibility of

picture books serving as artifacts which connect one generation to another.
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I. BFISAMTBRFEZFASNDICHI-T, BARICED LD 2MFLANNTWET D, FTEREBTHT
13EDEBPNDEFICOE DT TIEE,

5:ETHESRS, 4:0PESRS, 3:EBLEBLALL, 2:HFYZTSEbELL,
1: Fo<Bbhi

1. FELRROHREZE LI 5 4 3 2 1
2. ZERLEVEEZLTHLICT DD 5 4 3 2 1
3. WMEEFERIEZDHLZoNTEEZDD 5 4 3 2 1
4. KREFERFICT L0 5 4 3 2 1
5. BAZBELTHTOSMONET L0 5 4 3 2 1
6. BELEOTID 5 4 3 2 1
7. XEEHFOHEBECHRED 5 4 3 2 1
8. TFLEHLIERNESTEHLED 5 4 3 2 1
9. HLMBLEALNTOVDFEITH S TH HNTZNDE s 5 4 3 2 1
10. XFPRZLNDHTD 5 4 3 2 1
11. FEx925h&E205720 5 4 3 2 1
12, LAELEL 2D 5 4 3 2 1
13. #ARZBELTLOTE2T 5728 5 4 3 2 1
4. BARZBELCHINZM->THH 720 5 4 3 2 1
15. BBk, BOEET A0 5 4 3 2 1
16. #ARZBELTHFOII 2= —a L EENDHTM 5 4 3 2 1
17. AEEEAZE#RSTIEL0 5 4 3 2 1
18. HEMEBRAZE L THX DD 5 4 3 2 1
19. EEENRTFICSED D 5 4 3 2 1
20. FELBRLLTREND XHICT 570 5 4 3 2 1
21, FELICL S TURERHELHICOTSEH2D 5 4 3 2 1
22.  BEAIRICLELI#EHICOTSEL720 5 4 3 2 1
23. BAEZBLTAX LYy F2EFMN5720 5 4 3 2 1

0. ZOff, &AEZBFIMHATDICHI->TEBHLTVDZ L, HOWITRAICET 28U, BUH
REBHYELED, TEHRETIHRABBENLET,




