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The Aspect of “Shadow” in the Criticism of Modern Civilization:

A Comparative Study on the Thought of Sanshiro Ishikawa and Edward Carpenter

Atsuko INADA

The main objective of this paper will be to examine the aspect of “shadow” in modern civiliza-
tion. From the criticism of the view of nature in the Enlightenment arose a philosophy that aims
for a restoration of the organic view of nature and sees a new organic relationship between people
and nature.

Edward Carpenter (1844~1929) was keenly aware that nature was entering a critical state,
and he questioned the one-dimensional nature of the idea of progress in the forward thrust of
modernization. Sanshiro Ishikawa (1876~1956) translated The Civilization: Its Cause and Cure"
in which Carpenter examined problems occurring in the modern civilized society of England,
where modernization first began, and where it is widely recognized that the factory system began
with the Industrial Revolution. It is widely acknowledged that the Industrial Revolution's threat of
mechanization and the danger of injury and death caused by mechanization destabilized the labor
environment. Ishikawa and Carpenter elucidated what the basis of life should be and ex-
perimented with the idea of revolutionizing lifestyles by undertaking production activities in

harmony and through intimate communion.

Key words; Criticism of modern civilization, the theory of endogenous development, cooperative
society, Edward Carpenter, Sanshiro Ishikawa
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