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Is the Healing of Society Possible?

Paul Tillich’s Criticism of Erich Fromm

Hajime AIZAWA

Paul Tillich did not mention Erich Fromm many times, but these few mentions are helpful in
understanding Tillich himself. According to Fromm, in the modern age, people were freed from
blood relationships and from tilling the soil. However, people today have still not achieved a
positive use of freedom; instead, they have become slaves with new ties, e.g, to national or
financial interests. Fromm says that adjustment to a “sane” society such as communitarian
socialism can make those who become its members sane.

Tillich criticizes Fromm's idea that estrangement is essentially ontological and therefore cannot
be overcome by social changes. All healing is a part of universal healing; therefore, all social
healing is fragmentary. However, fragmentary but unambiguous healings can occur in history,
and the mark of the unambiguous is that it reunites that which is separated. This is the only

healing that we who live in history must pursue.
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