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Problems of the Formative Years of Tokoku’s Literary Works (3)

—A Study of His Letters, Part I —

Akira KUROKI

In August of 1887, after a blank of two years, Tokoku Kitamura wrote some letters to Mina
Ishizaka and others. These letters reveal his struggle with despair and resignation regarding his
love. This desperate struggle shows up in his failure in business and in his personality. But
through this struggle he encountered God and experienced a resurrection in his life.

In these letters we can see hisself-denial and self-affirmation. Through his encounter with
God he moved from horizontal thinking, i.e. considering only this world and human society, to
perpendicular thinking, seeing things in relation to God and the Eternal. This became the basis

of his literary work and his criticism.

Key words; Tokoku's Letters; Mina Ishizaka; Seli-denial; Self-affirmation; Encounter. with
God; a Horizontal thinking; Perpendicular thinking.
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