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Lake Leman lies by Chillon’s walls:

A thousand feet in depth below

Its massy waters meet and flow;
Thus much the fathom-line was sent
From Chillon’s snow-white battlement,
Which round about the wave inthrals:

A double dungeon wall and wave

Have made——and like a living grave.

Below the surface of the lake
The dark vault lies wherein we lay,

We heard it ripple night and day;
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It was the carol of a bird;
It ceased, and then it came again,
The sweetest song ear ever heard,
And mine was thankful till my eyes
Ran over with the glad surprise,
And they that moment could not see
I was the mate of misery;

&

But through the crevice where it came

The bird was vmﬂ.ord« as fond and tame,

And tamer than upon the tree;

A lovely bird, with azure wings,

And song that said a thousand things,
And seem’d to say them all for me!

I never saw its like before,

I ne’er shall see its likeness more:
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But I was currious to ascend
To my barr'd windows, and to bend
Once more, upon the mountains high,
The quiet of a loving eye.

=h
I saw them—and they were the same,
They were not changed like me in frame;
I saw their thousand years of snow
On high—their wide long lake below,
And the blue Rhéne in fullest flow;
I heard the torrents leap and gush
O’er channell’d rock and broken bush;
I saw the white-wall'd distant town,

And whiter sails go skimming down;
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There are seven pillars of Gothic mould, B~ BEO > m > Qfgduy’
In Chillon’s dungeons deep and old, T NAKE QY QEidR o’

There are seven columns massy and grey, KO VYK
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Dim with a dull imprison’d ray,

A sunbeam which hath lost its way,
And throug the crevice and the cleft
Of the thick wall is fallen and left:
Creeping o'er the floor so damp,
Like a marsh’s meteor lamp:

And in each pillar there is a ring,

And in each ring there is a chain;
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They chained us each to a column stone,
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And we were three—yet, each alone; ARPl<— | <¥ ¢ MR’

We could not move a single pace, | B2 4
We could not see each other’s face, e 5 A BRANIREAR 1) A A O A8 A
But with that pale and livid light HOTIAU3RH I X Y7
That made us strangers in our sight: ; BE <L Q BV NIRAe QL°
And thus together—yet apart, fvd QREEEE.S Y
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But why delay the truth*—he died RN BN E ——aQ T BERP
I saw, and could not hold his head, L8 mORYOMH IR HOENLUINGe AT 44
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First came the loss of light, and air,
And then of darkness too:

I had no thought, no feeling—none—
Among the stones I stood a stone,
And was, scarce conscious what [ wist,
As shrubless crags within the mist;
For all was blank, and bleak, and grey,
It was not night—it was not day,

It was not even the dungeon light,

So hateful to my heavy sight.

But vacancy absorbing space,

And fixedness—without a place;
There were no stars—no earth—no time—

No check—no change—no good—no crime—
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But silence, and a stirless breath RN B2 Hodfd 0887
Which neither was of life nor death; 402 Q98" B9
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- But this was for my father’s faith. QVALLEY OHERL RO 4387
I suffer’d chains and courted death; MR b%%@&m@@kb&b

That father perish’d at the stake AR ARV RUEEQ LR’
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For tenets he would not forsake;
And for the same his lineal race

In darkness found a dwelling-place;
We were seven—who now are one,
Six in youth and one in age,
Finish’d as they had begun,

Proud of Persecution’s rage;

One in fire, and two in field,

Their belief with blood have seal'd:
Dying as their father died,

For the God their foes denied;—
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My hair is grey, but not with years,
Nor grew it white,
In a single night,

As men’s have grown from sudden fears:

My limbs are bow’d, though not with toil,

But rusted with a vile repose,

For they have been a dungeon’s spoil,
And mine has been the fate of those
To whom the goodly earth and air

Are bann’d, and barr'd—forbidden fare;
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