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1 Nationality BRITISH

< DTN MNAXKDH L

2 Name in Full GEORGE BRAITHWAITE

RENR ER H# | T B mEm

3 Sex MALE 4 Date of Birth March 5th 1861
Eik {usE

5 Profession or Occupation MISSIONARY

IRRNHYER IR K | < m

6 Time and Date of Last Visit 18th June 1931—4:15 A.M.
g DR
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7 Name of Disease acute elcepocardfis (ier feaw waviac of the Ceart-wisidecl)
after artiecucar ebuwatisur *#=

If in doubt state principle symptoms and probable cause of death

R RN EKm | m

8 Date when taken ill 1st June 1931

R [ R EKm | <o HEEEFHER
9 Time and Date of Death 4:15 a.m.,18th June 1931
RUBE Bk EREREX =S 2 HES

10 Place of Death 5 Hikawa cho, Akasaka, Tokyo

BEE BEERREX S EHES

11 Usual place of Residence 5 Hikawa cho, Akasaka, Tokyo

I certify that the above is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.

Boed
Signed *#
(Dr. Furtwaengler)
N2 HADIN—
i

Address 26 Ichibeicho 2chome
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Azabu, Tokyo

J.ROBSON EHEEEKES N ]
Embalmer & Funeral Director

2891, Nakao, Negishi-machi, Naka-ku

Yokohama

phone. 2-1546 .
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On the 18th of June news was received by cable from Japan of the home-going of George Braithwaite, after about two
weeks’ illness with rheumatic fever. He had recently celebrated his 70th birthday, and had spent forty-five years in
Christian work in Japan.

George Braithwaite was the second son of J. Bevan and Martha Braithwaite. As a little boy he was troubled with an
impediment in his speech, and his development was slow, but he early responded to religious influences. The dogged
obstinacy which characterised him as a child became in after years the indomitable perseverance whereby he overcame
the many obstacles that met him in his work in Japan.

The call to work abroad seems to have come quite early in his business life, and during his journey as a commercial
traveller for I. Braithwaite and Sons, Kendal, he was diligently trying to acquire the rudiments of Chinese: that being the
country to which he was first attracted. Several years passed and he was becoming increasingly valuable to his
employers, but the steady purpose remained; and when in the spring of 1886 the way opened in the direction of Japan, he
gladly responded. He went out in April of that year as sub-agent of the British and Foreign and Scotch Bible Societies.

The initial difficulties of the language did not prevent George from starting work almost at once in the distribution of

Christian literature, and in other ways. During the thirteen years of his connection with the Bible Society, he travlled
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extensively in the interior, going into places where no European had preceded him. The experience of native life thus



acquired was invaluable in after years, though the hardships incurred and the frequent changes from foreign to native
food, tried his health. Returning from his first furlough in-1894, he encountered a series of difficulties which for the time
checked the work. Floods and drought crippled the resources of the farmers: and in August the Society's Depot in Tokyo
was destroyed by fire, with all their books and types. For several months they were unable to obtain another suitable
place, so that the sales for the year were much lower. The following year, however, 1895, showed a marvellous increase,
reaching the extraordinary number of a quarter of a million. The war with China had brought fresh opportunities, and a
tiny edition of the Gospel of John was specially printed for distribution among the soldiers. A few years later similar work
was done during the Russo-Japanese War.

George Braithwaite’s own Christian experience was a joyful one. His faith in God’s forgiving love as revealed in Jesus
Christ was simple 'and steadfast, and he was eager to use every opportunity of making known his glad message to the
Japanese. Soon after getting to Japan he had had the little tract, "John 3.16," and also his favourite "Old Old Story,"
translated, and many thousands of both these were distributed by him. During his years of service with the Bible Society,
he saw the completion of the Japanese translation of the whole Bible, and had himself helped in correcting the proofs, as
well as in transliterating the New Testament into Roman characters, when an edition was needed for use in the public
schools.

Although his poor health obliged him to resign his post as agent of the British and Foreign Bible Society in 1899, his
interest in providing Christian literature for the Japanese was unabated, and he devoted the last twenty-nine years of his

life to the Japan Book and Tract Society, whose Secretary he now hecame.
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Early in 1901 George Braithwaite was married to Letitia E.Lesh, a young Scotch missionary, and henceforth they were
one in their devotion to the Lord and His work. For many years L.E. Braithwaite has been a member of the Field Council
of the Japan Evangelistic Band. Their only son, George Burnham Braithwaite, and his wife are working in Japan with the

Philadelphia Friends’ Mission.

(44 YVIMNBKOUEEREL D ONMIRE<LVS S UKSRE)
At the Printing Work, July 5th. 1929. the morning after the fire, with two principal Japanese helpers.
(on the right): the printer on the left

As Secretary of the Japan Book and Tract Society G. Braithwaite was able to co-operate with other missionary bodies,
and became widely known. Each year he prepared and published a list of the names and addresses of all the Protestant
missionaries in Japan, which proved a most valuable bond of union. These twenty-nine years were full of varied
experiences. The long war with Russia, 1899-1905, with its work for the soldiers and for the Russian prisoners of war;
the Tokyo Industrial Exhibition in 1907, affording opportunities of distribution to the many thousands who flocked from
the provinces; and many local instances of famine or earthquake when relief work gave special opportunities for tract
distribution, could be mentioned. When we realise what great readers the Japanese people are and that 90 per cent. of

them are literate, and that much of their present-day literature is harmful, we can better understand the value of such

work.*
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The effect of the Great War was mainly felt in the higher cost of labour and material and of living generally, which
resulted in a great diminution of book sales.

The terrible earthquake of September, 1923, destroyed not only the Tract Depot, but also the printing works, where the
books, types and plates were stored. Four hundred employees of the great Christian printing company also perished.
Again, in July, 1929, the printing house was burnt to the ground, together with several thousand copies of hooks and
tracts and the whole of the plates and shells. It was a great challenge to his faith, but George Braithwaite, although now
approaching his 70th birthday, bravely faced the situation. Seconded by his splendid Japanese helpers, he began to plan for

*The following are a few amongst the very many valuable books translated and published, viz.: The Pilgrim’s Progress,
Helps fo the Study of the Bible, The travellers Guide, Trench in The Parables and on The Miracles, Like Christ and With
Christ in the School of Prayer by Andrew Murray, Talks to Men about the Bible by R.A. Torrey, Christian Living by EB.
Meyer, The Imitation of Christ by Thomas a Kempis, Christ in all the Scriptures by A.M. Hodgkin, Life of Dr. Willis N.
Whitney, and many other Christian biographies.

" the reproduction of the plates and books, and six months later in the annual report he was able to say that the sales were
practically unaffected. For the last five years the motto verses on his Reports have been, "Blessed are ye that sow beside
all waters" (Is.xxxii, 20) and "In due season we shall reap, if we faint not" (Gal.vi.9).

Besides the Book and Tract Society our Friend gave much time and strength to the Scripture Union of Japan, the
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Akasaka Hospital Gospel Society, and many other other kindred efforts.

The following points in his character were specially noticeable: his exceedingly careful attention to detail; the quiet
humour that lighted up his narratives of personal experiences, and his enduring love, which never slackened for those
whom he had made his friends.

His place will be hard to fill, but the work must go on. "Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that He will send forth

labourers into His harvest" (Matt.9, 38).

"Yet pray that the Master’s eye

May fall on the vacant place.

May look on the sickle lying still

And give it to one who loves His will,

Called by His grace.

Yes, pray! ¢is the Master’s word,
Grieve not that the reapers fall;
But rather give ye Him hearty thanks,
Who liveth ever to fill the ranks,

The Lord of alL."
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In the Times of June 22nd is a notice of the death of George Braithwaite, of Tokyo, "from 1886-99 representative of the
British and Foreign Bible Society in Japan, and for twenty-nine years of the Religious Tract Society, aged 70."

I had the great happiness of being entertained by George and Lettice Braithwaite for six weeks when I visited Japan in
the autumn of 1928. They gave me the freedom of their home, and let me come and go as I liked. They were desirous that
I should see and enjoy everything possible in the time, and on the occasion of my first earthquake, George Braithwaite
knocked at my door after I had gone to bed to make sure that I had not missed it.

With his long experience of the country and knowledge of the language, George Braithwaite could get into very intimate
touch with the people. I listened to an address at the little meeting near his home one Sunday. I could not understand a
word, but I could tell from the faces how closely they were following and appreciating every word. In life even more than
in speech he was a true Quaker ambassador.

George Braithwaite was very like his younger brother, William Charles, without his genius but with perhaps greater
charm. A very quiet man, with a quick sense of humour and a gift of telling quite unbelievable stories. One little
experience of mine will show how ready he was to appreciate a joke at his own expense: the Sunday paper was always put

away unread till Monday morning: but one Sunday morning our Friend remarked that there was a forecast of a fine day.
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I innocently inquired where he had got the news, and he twinkled joyously at having been caught taking a little peep at
the forbidden secular paper!

I found that he shared the habit of spending long happy hours over quite useless employment. He did not play Patience,
nor do jig-saw puzzles, but he collected penny postage stamps, and arranged them in many volumes, examining them
under a magnifying glass and sorting them according to almost invisible marks. He was a lovable man and will be widely

missed. LUCY E MORLAND
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