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Phenomenological Reconsideration from Ego Theory to Personal
Identity Theory

—Enhancemental studies in the hinge of social welfare views of humanity—

Nobutada USHIZU

Abstract

In the first part of this study, each of the ego domains and personality domains in human beings
is classified and defined and the relation between ego and personality domains is explored. First,
in Chapter 1, the life in an ego domain is understood to be the spiritual in connection with the
personality, as M. Scherer states. The positioning of the ego theory is clarified in this chapter.
Next, the definition of ego which E. Husserl and M. Merleau-Ponty made on the basis of the ego
theory of Immanuel Kant, by whom the theory was propounded, is verified, and mention is made of
Max Scheler’s ego theory, making such arguments into a foundation for a new appreciation of
influences of the personality which exceeds the characteristic limits of the ego. In this way, after a
positioning of a personality theory in this chapter, details about the personality as the body, a life,
and a center in unification of the ego are resolved. Furthermore, an analytical consideration and a
thorough investigation of the relationship between personality and ego, which is still indefinite, is
made. The meaning of Scheler’s personality theory as critical enhancement of ego theory is
thereby confirmed. Understanding of personality in Scheler’s “Formalism” and Kant’s transcen-
dental ego is achieved through examination of the alternative recognition of ego in Scheler’s
empathy theory.

Following this, a concrete study of the united whole as an operation is made in order to consider
the secession from the dualism of ego as located by the personality and the life of a spiritual center.
As a result, in arguing about the mediation term or the medium, the state where the existence of
operative connection appears in an ego domain is considered, so that the relationship becomes
clear as the actual condition in ego or life domains as based on “Durch” (Fichte) or interdependent
“Durch” in life existence.

Furthermore, an examination of the introduction to to Scherler’s “subject theory” is made

through a study of Merleau=Ponty’s metaphysics.

Key words; Ego, Personal-Identity, Inter-subjectivity, integrated operation, Durch (##) , Metaphysics
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