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The Current State and Issues of Bathing Handicapped
People at Temporary Housing

Yuko NOGUCHI

Abstract

A questionnaire and a home-visit survey of handicapped people living in temporary housing in
the southern part of the coastal area of Iwate Prefecture was recently conducted. The results
revealed that residents with serious leg disorders who nevertheless had been capable of taking a
bath by themselves at home before the March 11, 2011 earthquake occurred can no longer do so at
their temporary housing because of the different levels of the floors between the bathrooms and
outside of the bathrooms and the smallness of the bath areas. Hence day care services have had to
be provided to assist these residents in taking a bath. This paper clarifies the issues related to
bathing at the above-mentioned temporary housing and reports on the specific support being

provided.

Key words; The Great East Japan Earthquake, temporary housing, persons with disabilities,
bathing, bathroom



