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Education at IAI Kindergarten in 1950s

Rieko NAGAI

Abstract

The author introduces IAI Kindergarten in Hakodate, Hokkaido, the big northern island of
Japan. IAI Kindergarten was established by the Women’s Foreign Missionary Society of the
American Methodist Episcopal Church in 1895 by missionaries from IAI Jogakko (the girls’ high
school) from the United States of America. This article examines the fundamental principles and
methods, following orthodox Frobel theory, of IAI Kindergarten during the Showa era. Needless
to say, the education of IAI Kindergarten was based on Christian faith and the enthusiasm of the
American missionaries. Although TAI Kindergarten once closed in 1907 due to a big fire in
Hakodate, since then its work has never ceased. After the fire, the school reopened in 1913 with
the prayers of the missionaries and the strong demands and wishes of people in Hakodate. In this
paper, the author focuses on the above-mentioned educational methods of IAI Kindergarten during

the Showa era, especially during the 1950s.

Key words; TAI Jogakko, The American Methodist Episcopal Church, 1950's, Gabe (Frobel), Howe



