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Why Do Students Find Discussions Hard?
— A Comparison of Interviews with Students Who Decided to Take or Cancel

the Discussion Course —

Satoko KUROSAKI

Abstract

This paper aims to analyze what participants in class discussions think about them. The
author conducted class discussions on the topic of “problems that do not have only one solution”.
As a result, students’ reactions were divided into two types: “It was fun” and “It was hard.” This
paper presents the interview data and studies the difference between the two reactions. Students
who found discussions hard thought that there was a single solution and felt it was psychologically
burdensome to express their opinion in order to find a solution through discussion. In contrast,
students who found discussions fun thought there were various solutions and did not feel any

psychological burden, because they focused on thinking rather than speaking.

Key words; discussion, university student, course cancellation, impression, interview



