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The Phenomenon of Modernization from a Child’s Viewpoint
— What if You Were a Child of the Meiji Era? —

Kaoru TAZAWA

Abstract

When a child’s environment changes, can these changes, as seen from the viewpoint of the
child, be determined? What kind of methods are there to evaluate a child’s viewpoint of his or her
environment? In this research paper, the time of Westernization during the Meiji Restoration is
examined in order to determine and explore such methods in order to discover the viewpoint of a
Meiji Era child in response to contemporary changes in his or her society. The result of this study
is to establish a view and evaluation completely different from that of conventional system theory.
It is concluded that using the same technique of viewing a child's environment from the child’s

point of view can be applied successfully to children today.

Key words; child study, the history of child, Meiji Restoration, school education, growth ceremony



