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Critiques on Atomic Bomb Literature as a Collective Memory

Suzeri YOKOYAMA

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to arrange several “critiques” on Japanese atomic bomb literature
as a collective memory, an idea suggested by Maurice Halbwachs in the field of sociology. In this
paper, 75 pieces of criticism about the atomic bomb literature, from three journals, are sorted into
temporal and spatial frames which Halbwachs termed “collective memory”.

This paper confirms that a collective memory has a temporal frame (atomic bomb literature is
a record or literature of something that happened in time) and a spatial frame: the experiences of
those personally affected by the atomic bomb are described, or are generalized in the literature. It
is clear that this criticism concerning the collective memory of “Hiroshima” and “Nagasaki” con-

nects the generation who survived the Second World War and the post-war generation.

Key words; Maurice Halbwachs, collective memory, atomic bomb literature, temporal frame, spa-
tial frame
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