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“How Infants Grow up” in the Childcare Environment :
Historical Research into pre-World War II Day Care Centers

Kaoru TAZAWA

Abstract

In recent years, a challenge facing the day care system in Japan is that it is not able to fully
respond to the needs of parents who need day care for their children. Supposedly this challenge
will be met and overcome through institutional reform. However, although the views of the
children themselves should also be taken into consideration, in fact this is not the case. Day care
centers do not fully support children ; it is assumed that children in day care centers will just have
to grow up on their own. It is confirmed in this study that the present imperfect day care center

system in fact originated in pre-World War II days.

Key words; day care centers, childcare, the Child Welfare Law, pre-World War II day care centers
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