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Historic phase of the issue of poverty, Part II (Conclusion)

Takeo SHIBATA

Abstract

When discussing the issue of poverty from the standpoint of student loan repayment, one
realizes that scholarships for students before World War II were actually intended as a means for
facilitating war efforts rather than for promotion of scholarships as a means of encouraging pursuit
of philosophical aims. Even for post-World War II scholarships outside the realm of philosophy, the
Japan Student Services Organization (JASSO) became an organization that only offered student
loans for the pursuit of university education, not for equal opportunity in future employment. It
has often been pointed out that the benefits of a free or low-cost education are aimed at eliminating
poverty and inequality, but the achievement of equal opportunity in education does not automati-
cally or necessarily lead to achievement of equal opportunity in employment. Still, the seriousness
of the scholarship repayment problem warrants mandatory compliance with the promise to repay
student loans: measures for ensuring repayment of loans and equal employment for students

when they finish their education are urgently needed.

Key words; Japan Student Services Organization (JASSO), student loans, scholarships, equal
opportunity in education, the issue of poverty
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