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Present Conditions and Issues of Teaching How to Read Music in

Music Education in Elementary Schools :

Analysis of Current Music Textbooks for Elementary School

Mariko IKEGAMI

Abstract

Teaching students to read music has been problematic for a long time in music education.
There are so many students who can't read music even after nine years of compulsory education.
However, teachers have not been able to come to a consensus on a solution. This thesis examines
the issues concerning the teaching of reading music through analyzing the content of reading
music in all music textbooks for elementary school, concluding that, for lower grades, the content
of the textbooks does not vary much in quality and quantity. However, for higher grades, there
can be significant differences in quantity. We also see some concerns with the ‘movable do” and

the lack of sufficient time to practice reading music.

Key words; Teaching how to read music, music textbooks for elementary school, the movable do
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