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How Were World Café-style Discussions Involving International
and Japanese Students Perceived?

Satoko KUROSAKI

Abstract

Some international students do not have any opportunities to talk with Japanese native speak-
ers prior to entering universities. In order to provide such students with opportunities to talk with
Japanese speakers, group discussions were held in which identical numbers of Japanese students
and international students participated. For these discussions a format called “World Café” was
adopted which has a few distinctive characteristics. This paper presents the results of interviews
with international students who participated in the discussions regarding what they thought about
having discussions that involved Japanese students and what their opinions of World Café style

discussions were.

Key words; World Café, discussion, Japanese language education, international students, university
students
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