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Management and Information :
The Contemporary Meaning of MIS

Kiyoshi TAKEI

Abstract

The first information systems in Japanese companies were established in the 1950s. The EDPS
(Electronic Data Processing System), which used computers to improve office efficiency, was also
introduced into companies in Japan in the 1950s. However, full-scale use of computers for manage-
ment in Japan did not occur until after the MIS (Management Information System) had been
introduced. The use of the management information system in Japan boomed once MIS officials
had visited the U.S. on a fact-finding tour. It is important to consider present-day concepts of MIS
and current MIS mission statements when examining the management information system. This
paper reconsiders the concept of MIS by examining the background from which the MIS emerged.
One has to go back to the starting point of the MIS in order to ascertain the contemporary

significance of the MIS.

Key words; MIS (Management Information System), MIS mission statement, the contemporary
meaning of MIS, IT, Top Management



