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Sacagawea:
A Native American Girl who Guided the “Corps of Discovery Expedition”

Kimihisa MURAKAMI

Abstract

The Lewis and Clark Expedition (14. May 1804-23. Sept. 1806) was assisted by a native
American girl named Sacagawea. Sacagawea is one of the most renowned figures of the American
West. She was originally from the Shoshone tribe, had been captured by the Hidatsa when she
was a child, and eventually became one of the wives of a French fur trader. In 1805 Sacagawea,
with her French husband, joined Lewis and Clark as the expedition’s interpreter and route guide
when she was still a teenager. The Corps of Discovery had been accompanied by Sacagawea for
twenty-one months, from 4. Nov. 1804 to 14. Aug. 1806. Sacagawea turned out to be incredibly
valuable to the Corps as it traveled westward through the territories of many tribes unknown to
the Caucasians.

The facts about Sacagawea were “discovered” by Eva Emery Dye (1855-1947) in Dye's work,
Conquest : the True Story of Lewis and Clark (1902). Since then, Sacagawea has been a heroine in
histories, works of fiction, plays, films, and visual arts. This paper intends to reveal the real
Sacagawea through examination of primary sources and show how her reputation has changed

over the years.

Key words; Sacagawea, The Lewis and Clark Expedition, Native American

— 130 —



