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How does a Nursery Teacher Deal with Disaster? :
A Case Study of Refugees from the 3.11 Tsunami in the Yuriage Nursery
in Natori-shi, Miyagi

Kaoru TAZAWA, Etsuko SATAKE

Abstract

The Yuriage Natori-shi nursery was hit on March 11, 2011 by the tsunami of the Great East
Japan Earthquake. But all the people in the nursery, both infants and nursery teachers, were able
to find refuge from the tsunami and be safe. At the Yuriage nursery school, before the great
earthquake, nursery teachers reexamined the safety manual for what to do in the case of a
tsunami, and as a result completely changed the evacuation route, evacuation sites, means of
escape, etc. Nursery teachers also took into consideration what kinds of refuge were available,
what shelters there were, and the consequences of leaving the nursery for another site. This
paper explores the process of decision-making undertaken by the nursery teachers at every step

as an exemplary model for other nurseries also threatened by tsunamis.

Key words: nursery, nursery teacher, the Great East Japan Earthquake, tsunami, Yuriage nursery



