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¥R H% Japanese View of Nature and Landscape Architecture
RO HE K OBEZE  Course Description/Objectives

Gardens are a reflection of people’s view of nature and view of life. When we appreciate
gardens, we may come close to the view of nature or the sense of values behind the gardens
layout derived from those values. Furthermore, we may learn religious perspective from certain
types of gardens as in the case of the asymmetrical rock gardens of Zen Buddhism in Japan,
which are quite different from the symmetrical flower gardens of the West.

Gardens well represent the relationship between man and nature. We may learn a variety of
views of nature among the racial, ethnic, religious groups from the study of the gardens of the
world. Then we may discover a new perspective for the comparative study of those groups
through garden study. And we may approach to the better and more profound understanding

of Japan through the study of her unique gardens.
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Period)
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History of Japanese Garden and Periodization of Japanese History:
Japanese Garden Style Transition, which agrees with the

“Taisei Santen Kou”

Kimihisa MURAKAMI

Abstract

Gardens are a reflection of people’s view of nature and view of life. When we appreciate gar-
dens, we may come close to the view of nature or the sense of values behind the garden layout
derived from those values. When we look back at the history of Japanese gardens and try to
comprehend changes in garden styles, we need a clear “periodization of Japanese Garden Histo-
ry”. The periodization used so far for that purpose has followed the periodization for general
Japanese History: the Nara Period, the Heian Period, the Kamakura Period, the Edo Period. This
periodization only refers to the geographical location of political power and does not indicate the
cultural climate, nor the Zeitgeist (the spirit of the times) which influenced transitions in garden
styles.

Employing the “Taisei Santen Kou” (The Consideration of the Three Ages Shift) by DATE
Chihiro (1802~1877), the author tries to introduce a new periodization of Japanese History which
may well coincide with the Japanese Garden Style transition; The Age of Clans (The Age of
Blood Relationship: The Asuka Period); The Age of Office (The Age of Official Postings: The
Nara and Heian Periods); The Age of Titles (The Age of Feudal Rank: The Kamakura, Muroma-
chi, Azuchi-Momoyama, and The Edo Periods), and The Age of People (The Age of Democracy:

The Meiji, Taisho, and Showa Periods)

Key words: Japanese gardens, history of Japanese gardens, periodization of Japanese History



