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[TXRCERE] ORE
Childcare in Daycare Centers for “Every Child”:
An Inspection of the New System for Childcare Support

Kaoru TAZAWA

Abstract:

The Japanese government is planning a system to unify daycare centers and kindergartens

in order to make day care possible for “every child”. However, there has been a lot of criticism

of these new plans.

In Japan, day care for “every child” was stipulated by the Child Welfare Act of 1947: “Every
child shall have the equal opportunity for security of life and loving care” (Child Welfare Act,
Article 1, Clause 2), and Sozo Kurahashi insisted on the necessity of a unified system for daycare

centers and kindergartens.

The purpose of this article is to examine a document issued just after World War II concern-

ing this proposal of “childcare for every child”.

Key words: daycare centers, kindergarten, the Child Welfare Act, Sozo Kurahashi, “every child”
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