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Tropical Forest Conservation by Means of

Integrated Watershed Management:
Sustainable Development in the Tropics by Integrated Watershed Management

Kimihisa MURAKAMI

Summary

Deforestation in the tropics is not caused by felling trees alone. In underdeveloped countries
in the tropics, people who are suffering due to overpopulation and shortage of food move out of
the cities. Searching for the land on which to grow their food, they climb uphill to where virgin
forest has been saved and commit very primitive slash-and-burn cultivation, which is different
from traditionally regulated shifting cultivation. This trend, the expansion of a confused, de-
structive type of shifting cultivation, is the major cause of deforestation in the tropics today. To
cope with this problem, an Integrated Watershed Management system should be designed and
conducted in those areas. To realize such a management system, the land-use plan requires ad-
equate “land-use zoning,” which is the arrangement of the land into five zones: a preservation/
protection zone, a conservation zone, an agro-forestry zone, an agricultural zone, and an urban-

ized/industrialized zone.

Key words: tropical deforestation, integrated watershed management, land-use zoning





