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The Public Responsibility and Placement of Day Nursery System in
the Child Welfare Act

— an historical analysis of Japanese nursery education —

Kaoru TAZAWA

Abstract

Recently, there have been changes in the day nursery system in Japan. This system consists of
two aspects: caring for infants that a guardian has entrusted the system with, and support for
their development. The current changes attach greater importance to accommodating more
children in day nurseries than to developmental support. In order to accommodate more infants,
public financial support for day nurseries is stretched thin. Historical research about Child Wel-
fare Law has shown the following : First, public responsibility for childcare is based primarily on
GHQ SCAPINT775, which is inadequate for solving childcare needs. Second, subsidiary aid for day
nurseries does not equal public responsibility. Day nurseries need to be improved before we think
about making more of them. Thus, before we can begin institutional reform, we must better

understand the essence of childcare.

Key words; Day nurseries, daycare, Child Welfare Act, development support, SCAPIN775



