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Church Oppression in 1942 and Menso

Keiji KATOH

Abstract

Soon after the outbreak of the Pacific War, 134 pastors were arrested under the Peace Pre-
servation Law. Some pastors became sick and some were tortured to death under investigation.
After Japan's defeat in the war, this law was abolished. And the survivors were dismissed as
menso and released. Menso is a peculiar Japanese system which neither constitutes rejection of
the verdict reached in the trial nor really constitutes an acquittal. Moreover, an actual retrial is
not allowed.

Another case of suppression of free speech called the Yokohama incident occurred in the same
year, 1942, under the Peace Preservation Law. In this incident, about 60 people were arrested and
tortured. They were not only researchers, magazine editors, and journalists, but also many
workers who belonged to worker’s groups. And they were compelled to admit to the charges due
to torture. After the Peace Preservation Law was abolished, three of the Special Higher Police
involved this case were arrested and convicted, but all were freed without serving any time behind
bars in amnesty accompanying the signing of the San Francisco Treaty. In 1986 although a retrial
appealed for by the defendants and bereaved families took place, the verdict was not “innocent”
but “menso”. The reason for the judgment was that the Peace Preservation Law had been
abolished, and therefore original judgment could not be appealed.

This paper is a description and interpretation of the Criminal Procedure Code, including menso.
In the case of church oppression, a pastor, Toyozo Abe, (he was the father of the second president
of Seigakuin University) a verdict of menso was not reached, even though the purpose of the law
was to achieve justice. The chaos of war resulted in deviation from justice. These cases are
examples of injustice: the abuse and violation of human rights. The law was meant to uphold and
support equality and human rights. The injustice perpetrated during the war remains as long as
this issue of menso, church oppression and the Yokohama incident remain unresolved. The
Emperor of Japan had been deemed to be God and the Japanese people were forced to worship at
shrines during the war. The false charges against innocent people were brought by the Special
Higher Police, cruel torture in the name of the Emperor. War makes criminals. The power of the

administration, the administration of justice, legislation in wartime changed into something demon-
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ic. The rule of “benefit of the doubt in favor of the defendant” (in dubio pro reo) which protects

human rights was not observed. We should not allow such a war tragedy to happen again.

Key words; Church oppression in 1942, the Peace Preservation Law, Yokohama incident, Menso,
Human rights.
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