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Some kinder casuists are pleased to say,

In nameless print—that I have no devotion ;

But set those persons down with me to pray,

And you shall see who has the properest notion

Oh getting into heaven the shortest way ;

My alters are the mountains and the ocean,

Earth, air, stars, —all that springs from the great Whole,

Who hath produced, and will receive the soul.
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Rebellious Byronism among the Members of Bungakuka:

Yuki KIKUCHI

Abstract

In May 1894, Tokoku Kitamura, representative of the Byromaniacs in the Meiji period, commit-
ted suicide, which gave younger members of the literary magazine Bungakukar an opportunity to
liberate themselves from Byromania or Byronism. For these younger members, Byronism meant
a rebellious spirit against social, moral and religious norms, modeled after various exaggerated anti
-social or anti-Christian images extracted from Byron and Byronic heroes. Whilst the younger
Bungakukai members’ enthusiasm for Byron was formed under the influence of Tokoku's Byron-
ism, the former was less serious and thoughtful than the latter. Arguably, it derived from the fact
that these younger literati were too inexperienced and innocent to be able to discern norms to
challenge and break down, while Tokoku came to realize the restraints of social norms through his
bitter married life. Their naive lack of awareness of norms to challenge is the reason why they

could not help giving up their own vague Byronism after Tokoku's death.

Key words; Bungakukai, Byron, Byromania, Byronism, A Rebellious Spirit
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