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Takamasa MITANI and his Legal Thought:
His Philosophy of Law with Regard to Cooperative Living
Keiji KATOH

Takamasa Mitani (1889 ~ 1944) was a recognized philosopher of law, but in Japan he is
appreciated more as a religious thinker, educator, and philosopher.

He advocated that human beings should cooperate with one another, since they do not live
isolated or separated from their fellows. As he develops it, this idea brings out the profound re-
lationship between his philosophy of law and Christianity.

After receiving Christian baptism during his middle school days, he became an active member
of Mukyokai (Non-Church Christianity). At one time he left Mukyokai and became a member of
a Presbyterian church where he served as an elder for fifteen years. In the end, however, he re-
turned to be member of Mukyokai.

His major academic thema, sosei sokatsu, or cooperative living, deals with law and morals. He
develops three types of codes: one on morals, one on politeness, and one on law. He considers
the nature of positive law and coercive order. His views show some resemblance to the philoso-
phy propounded by F. J. Stahl. For as Stahl sought to integrate theological and historical

views, so Mitani sought to integrate love and justice within his philosophy of law.
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