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The Foundation of Historical Awareness in Sanshiro Ishikawa:
A Comparative Study on Contacts with Edward Carpenter
Atsuko INADA

“History only depicts the self through intervention between both subject and the present. The
problem lies, therefore, in the method of intervention.” At the basis of the .historical awareness
expressed in these words is an attitude of critical questioning into the problem of principle in
the relationship between the self and the other and into the conditions that regulate those re-
lationships. The period in which Sanshirc Ishikawa was strengthening his interest in history
and in which he published his manuscript on this subject was one that embraced the early years
of Showa era, a time when Japan was embarking on the path toward war. He bore up under his
“winter of discontent,” never losing his perspective of “illumination from within.” His attitude of
excluding “arbitrariness from without” and depending on “strength from within” is connected
with the criticism of fundamental thinking that led to the superficial thought dominant in that
era. It is here, however, that the influence of Edward Carpenter must not be overlooked. The
awareness of crisis seen in Carpenter arises from a duality between social conditions in periods
of transition and the danger of extreme imbalance and ultimate polarization between individual
and social ethics under such conditions.

This paper investigates Ishikawa’s historical awareness and seeks to explore the intellectual
congruence between Ishikawa and Carpenter in the duality of problem awareness. The problem
awareness they shared is in an as yet unsystematized stage with regard to confirming the posi-
tion of the self in the understanding of society as a whole and with regard to the problematic na-
ture of attaining that understanding. A search for clues to a solution is attempted, however, by
incorporating nature into the perspective. On the basis of an idea of a state of harmony between
original nature and social nature, this paper seeks to derive a policy for recovering the totality

of human nature.
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